Rapid Response Data Briefing
2026 Census Test

February 23, 2026
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Speakers

Dr. Rachel Cortes, Chief Demographer, Claritas
Mary Jo Mitchell, Co-Director, The Census Project

Meeta Anand, Senior Director of Census & Data Equity, The Leadership Conference on
Civil and Human Rights

Dr. Jeanine Abrams McLean, President, Fair Count
Meghan Maury, Former Senior Advisor to the Director of the Census Bureau

Beth Jarosz, Vice President, Association of Public Data Users (moderator)
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What is the 2026 Census Operational Test?

A large-scale simulation of census operations to evaluate procedures, systems, and
workflows under realistic conditions

What It Covers How it Runs

e Self-response operations e Focuses on testing new and improved

e In-field enumeration e FEs

e Group Quarters enumeration PP

e Communication, partnerships, and ® Assesses whether proposed changes are
engagement . feasible

e Integrated, near real-time response e Combines key functions into a single test
processing - -

e Enhancements to address historically e Conducted |n“selected Sllie ,
undercounted and hard-to-count ® Leads to full dress rehearsal
populations
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Why the 2026 Census Test is Important

Decennial census is the U.S. government’s largest peacetime civilian operation.

2030 Census Planning Timeline

DEVELOPMENT AND "
INTEGRATION PHASE PEAK PRODUCTION AND

CLOSE-OUT PHASE

EARLY PLANNING PHASE DESIGN SELECTION PHASE

2025-2029

2019-2021 2021-2024 2029-2033

Begin Early Planning Begin Initial Design Research and Testing Continue Research and Testing Finalize Operational Design

+ Analyze operational metrics. + Identify “Enhancement Areas” that will guide

« Study lessons learned.

* Review stakeholder feedback.

« Explore potential enhancements to
existing systems and methods.

research and testing priorities.

Conduct research and small-scale testing
focused on expanding existing systems and
methods as well as introducing new

+ Continue research and small-scale
testing.

* Conduct two major field tests:
© 2026 Census Test.
© 2028 Dress Rehearsal.

+ Complete Baseline 3 of the
Operational Plan.

v
Conduct the 2030 Census

innovations. » Census Day will be April 1, 2030.

v v
Engage the Public on 2030 Planning Continue Operational Design
« Receive feedback on preliminary 2030 Census * Integrate recommendations following
research through a Federal Register Notice. small-scale and field tests.
Complete Baseline 1 of the
v Operational Plan.
Develop detailed plans for each
operation.
Complete Baseline 2 of the
Operational Plan.

Conduct Close-Out Activities
* Implement experiments,
assessments, and evaluations.

- . . = Gather lessons learned.
Begin Operational Design

* Synthesize recommendations from
stakeholders and the results of research and
small-scale testing.

United States*

Censl.«_ls We consult stakeholders throughout the decade, including government agencies, tribal governments, oversight en:

Revised February 10, 2025

THE
CENSUS
PROJECT

78\

’ s  The Leadership
Conference
Education Fund

DATAINDEX.US Capdu
FAIRfMCOUNT K]PRB



Why the 2026 Census Test is Important

e Crucial preparatory step for the 2030 Census.

e Opportunity to:

o Evaluate new methodologies aimed at improving count accuracy,
especially for historically undercounted populations.

o Assess self response options and improve in-person data collection
methods.

o Test was planned for six geographically and demographically
diverse sites.

e Investing in preparations NOW reduces risk of requiring unplanned,
additional funding in peak years at the end of the decade.
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Why the 2026 Census Test is Important

Curtailing Plans Has Consequences for Data Quality

In ramp up to 2020 Census, largely due to budget uncertainty, the
Census Bureau canceled two of its three field tests, eliminating sites in
rural and suburban locations.

High undercount of Latinos, Native Americans on reservations, Black
communities, and young children (0-5) in the 2020 Census attributable,
in part, to the cancellation of these tests.
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2025 Announcement vs Current FRN

2025 Announcement:

e Test sites:
o  Western Texas
o Tribal Lands in Arizona
o Colorado Springs
o  Western North Carolina
o  Spartanburg, SC
o Huntsville, AL

e languages:

o English

o Spanish

o Chinese

uestionnaire format:
o Census 2020 format

e Response and Collection:
o Internet self-response
o Phone-bases assistance
o Paper Questionnaires

—

Current FRN:

Tests sites:
o Spartanburg, SC
o Huntsville, AL
Languages:
o English-only
Questionnaire format:
o Re-ordered ACS form (incl.
citizenship question)
Response and collection:
o USPS doing in-field enumeration
o No national sample
o No group quarters component
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2026 Census Test Issues

e 2 Test Sites

o  South Carolina and Alabama
e Internet self-response only
e English-only forms

e USPS enumerators
o Cost
o  Quality
o  Privacy implications

e No message testing or
community outreach
e No questionnaire assistance
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Reduction in Test Sites

Summary of Sites Selected

DENVER REGION ATLANTA REGION

Waestern et i V::;::':n Spartanburg, Huntsville,

TEST SITE CRITERIA vous || O [oNEP e | = AL

GEOGRAPHY

Rural area with historically undercounted populations and lower self-response rates
Area with a colonia

Tribal ar

LXK

Area with nonmailable addresses
Seasonally vacant housing
Complex housing units

High instances of new construction

Multiunit structures and/or hidden housing units

v
v
v
v
v
v

Wide range of group quarters types

STAFFING

Recruiting field staff has been historically challenging

L

Low unei )
TECHNICAL
Little to no cell phone or internet servi
Comprehensive and minimal administrative record data
* Selected tribal reservations.
Note: This table s e The tions provide optimal opportunities for us to implement anges and
enhancements W Now to reflect the level of seasonally vacant housing in Tribal Lands Within Arizona does not me: ria.

cUni(ed States*

Bureau
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How you can support this essential step toward the 2030
Census tinyurl.com/2026-Census-Test-FRN

Needs and Uses: The 2026 Operational Test in Support of the 2030 Census (hereafter, “Test") is an
American Community Survey (ACS) test using the ACS Methods Panel that is planned to help the
Census Bureau prepare for the 2030 Census. The Test is not an end-to-end test of all operational work.
Instead, it is a scaled-down version with appropriate adjustments of the selected aspects of the census.
The Test will be conducted in two test sites—Spartanburg, SC and Huntsville, AL—which allows for
testing in real world situations and on a larger scale than research simulations allow. The Test will test
the viability of new and revamped systems and methods researched and developed for the census; to
identify, document, and address potential challenges. Additionally, the Test will evaluate and assess the

use of United States Postal Service (USPS) staff to increase efficiency in various capacities typically

performed by temporary Census Bureau field workers. Some decisions, including names of operations
and workload estimates for those operations, have yet to be made; however, at this time, the Census
Bureau can present aspects of the test that affect the public.
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https://tinyurl.com/2026-Census-Test-FRN

You Can Sign On to Letters. (Plural.)

Groups are submitting comment letters that offer the opportunity to sign on.

1. Population Association of America
a. Monday, March 2, by 5:30pm ET, accepting organizations, not individuals

2. The Leadership Conference on Civil and Human Rights
a. Wednesday, March 4, by 5:30pm ET, accepting organizations, not individuals

3. Census Quality Reinforcement Task Force
a. Wednesday, March 4, by 5:30pm ET, accepting organizations and individuals
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https://tinyurl.com/2026-Census-Test-Sign-On-PAA
https://tinyurl.com/2026-Census-Test-Sign-On-LC
https://tinyurl.com/2026-Census-Test-Sign-On-CQR

To Learn More, tinyurl.com/2026-Census-Test-Briefing

MO - ENSUS NLC o 2026 CENSUS TEST
D0 OF CITIE g Test Site Locations
PO COUNTS Ny,

VIRTUAL BRIEFING
2026 Census Test:

Changes and Implications
for the 2030 Census

Wednesday, Feb. 25, 2026 @ 4:00 - 5:00pm ET
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http://tinyurl.com/2026-Census-Test-Briefing

For Early Warnings on Changes,
Follow and Subscribe to dataindex.us

it -_—-'

Sl NI L ————
America’s Data Index A —
p—, ——

l——___-'

Monitoring America's federal data infrastructure from dataset R —

availability and new releases to planned and unplanned changes
to collections.
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http://dataindex.us

To Keep Up to Date, Join the Federal Data Forum
federaldataforum.prb.org

A/LI'E‘ERE%‘A‘!; FDF Home Discussion Blogs Events Member Directory

FDF Home

Community Quick Links

Latest Discussions List

2 Community FAQs

Most Recent
iit Data Resources

MM RE: September Release of CPS ASEC

By: Mark Matt

Federal Data Us Community Events List
Hi Flo, I'm hoping the Census Bureau will announce their release schedule for the 2024 income, KT8 Rapid R o et
poverty, and health insurance data in the next couple of weeks. Last year, this information was posted Aapl ' es;;t-:nseu at; neling:
on July 16: https://www.census.gov/newsroom/press-releases/2024/schedule-income-poverty- merican.time Use.Survey
acs.html ...
Association of Public Data Users'

33 hew book "Preserving government information: past, ... unConference 2025

77
’ ® \T\he Leadership DATA INDEX. US Ca_l)\@ EEIESUS

St s  FAIRTMCOUNT EJPRB PROJECT


http://federaldataforum.prb.org

Take Action

Submit comments to
tinyurl.com/2026-Census-Test-FRN

Submit signatures to sign-on letters
- tinyurl.com/2026-Census-Test-Sign-On-PAA
- tinyurl.com/2026-Census-Test-Sign-0On-LC
- tinyurl.com/2026-Census-Test-Sign-On-COR

Register for the virtual briefing at
tinyurl.com/2026-Census-Test-Briefing

Check out dataindex.us

Respond by 3/5/2026

Check out federaldataforum.prb.org
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