


Speakers

Dr. Rachel Cortes, Chief Demographer, Claritas

Mary Jo Mitchell, Co-Director, The Census Project

Meeta Anand, Senior Director of Census & Data Equity, The Leadership Conference on 
Civil and Human Rights

Dr. Jeanine Abrams McLean, President, Fair Count

Meghan Maury, Former Senior Advisor to the Director of the Census Bureau

Beth Jarosz, Vice President, Association of Public Data Users (moderator)



What is the 2026 Census Operational Test? 

A large-scale simulation of census operations to evaluate procedures, systems, and 
workflows under realistic conditions 

● Self-response operations
● In-field enumeration
● Group Quarters enumeration
● Communication, partnerships, and 

engagement
● Integrated, near real-time response 

processing
● Enhancements to address historically 

undercounted and hard-to-count 
populations

● Focuses on testing new and improved 
approaches

● Assesses whether proposed changes are 
feasible

● Combines key functions into a single test
● Conducted in selected sites
● Leads to full “dress rehearsal”

What It Covers How it Runs



Why the 2026 Census Test is Important
Decennial census is the U.S. government’s largest peacetime civilian operation. 



Why the 2026 Census Test is Important

● Crucial preparatory step for the 2030 Census.

● Opportunity to: 
○ Evaluate new methodologies aimed at improving count accuracy, 

especially  for historically undercounted populations. 
○ Assess self response options and improve in-person data collection 

methods.
○ Test was planned for six geographically and demographically 

diverse sites.

● Investing in preparations NOW reduces risk of requiring unplanned, 
additional funding in peak years at the end of the decade. 



Why the 2026 Census Test is Important

Curtailing Plans Has Consequences for Data Quality

● In ramp up to 2020 Census, largely due to budget uncertainty, the 
Census Bureau canceled two of its three field tests, eliminating sites in 
rural and suburban locations. 

● High undercount of Latinos, Native Americans on reservations, Black 
communities, and young children (0-5) in the 2020 Census attributable, 
in part, to the cancellation of these tests. 



2025 Announcement vs Current FRN

● Test sites: 
○ Western Texas
○ Tribal Lands in Arizona
○ Colorado Springs
○ Western North Carolina
○ Spartanburg, SC
○ Huntsville, AL

● Languages:
○ English
○ Spanish
○ Chinese

● Questionnaire format:
○ Census 2020 format

● Response and Collection:
○ Internet self-response
○ Phone-bases assistance
○ Paper Questionnaires

● Tests sites:
○ Spartanburg, SC
○ Huntsville, AL

● Languages:
○ English-only

● Questionnaire format:
○ Re-ordered ACS form (incl. 

citizenship question)
● Response and collection:

○ USPS doing in-field enumeration
○ No national sample
○ No group quarters component

2025 Announcement: Current FRN:



2026 Census Test Issues

● 2 Test Sites
○ South Carolina and Alabama

● Internet self-response only
● English-only forms 
● USPS enumerators 

○ Cost
○ Quality
○ Privacy implications 

● No message testing or 
community outreach

● No questionnaire assistance



Reduction in Test Sites



How you can support this essential step toward the 2030 
Census tinyurl.com/2026-Census-Test-FRN 

https://tinyurl.com/2026-Census-Test-FRN


You Can Sign On to Letters. (Plural.)

Groups are submitting comment letters that offer the opportunity to sign on.

1. Population Association of America
a. Monday, March 2, by 5:30pm ET, accepting organizations, not individuals

2. The Leadership Conference on Civil and Human Rights
a. Wednesday, March 4, by 5:30pm ET, accepting organizations, not individuals

3. Census Quality Reinforcement Task Force
a. Wednesday, March 4, by 5:30pm ET, accepting organizations and individuals

https://tinyurl.com/2026-Census-Test-Sign-On-PAA
https://tinyurl.com/2026-Census-Test-Sign-On-LC
https://tinyurl.com/2026-Census-Test-Sign-On-CQR


To Learn More, tinyurl.com/2026-Census-Test-Briefing 

http://tinyurl.com/2026-Census-Test-Briefing


For Early Warnings on Changes, 
Follow and Subscribe to dataindex.us  

http://dataindex.us


To Keep Up to Date, Join the Federal Data Forum 
federaldataforum.prb.org   

http://federaldataforum.prb.org


Take Action

Submit comments to 
tinyurl.com/2026-Census-Test-FRN 

Submit signatures to sign-on letters
- tinyurl.com/2026-Census-Test-Sign-On-PAA
- tinyurl.com/2026-Census-Test-Sign-On-LC
- tinyurl.com/2026-Census-Test-Sign-On-CQR 

Register for the virtual briefing at 
tinyurl.com/2026-Census-Test-Briefing

Check out dataindex.us  

Check out federaldataforum.prb.org
Respond by 3/5/2026

https://tinyurl.com/2026-Census-Test-FRN
http://tinyurl.com/2026-Census-Test-Sign-On-PAA
http://tinyurl.com/2026-Census-Test-Sign-On-LC
http://tinyurl.com/2026-Census-Test-Sign-On-CQR
http://tinyurl.com/2026-Census-Test-Briefing
http://dataindex.us
http://federaldataforum.prb.org

