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What’s in the Food Security Supplement (FSS)

What: Comprehensive, annual, national and state-level statistics on food 
insecurity.

Who: Sponsored by USDA, FSS is a supplement to the Current Population 
Survey (CPS). Sample size was ~54,000 households in 2023.

Where: Nationwide, with data for states. 

When: Typically conducted in December, data released in September.

How: 18-item household survey measure added to the CPS (10 questions are 
asked of adults, and 8 more if there are children in the household). Plus 
questions on food spending, food assistance, and food-related hardships.



Why the Food Security Supplement Can’t Be Replaced

There are rumors that FSS is “redundant,” but that’s simply not true.

Are there other surveys that ask something about food insecurity? Yes, but: 

● Periodic or cover only specific ages/groups 
● Not the main topic or outcome of interest 
● May not be analyzed or released on a timely basis. 

Is there another data source that is comprehensive, annual, and available for 
state or local data needs? No.

FSS data are critical to monitoring changes in food security related to changes in 
economics and participation in food assistance programs. 



Why the Food Security Supplement is Important

1980s Recession and budget cuts in federal safety net programs mean that 
communities start to see a higher demand for emergency food, especially 
among women and families with young children. Some government officials 
deny there is hunger.

“'Well, I don't know of any authoritative figures that there are hungry children. 
I've heard a lot of anecdotal stuff, but I haven't heard any authoritative 

figures…” - Edwin Meese



Why the Food Security Supplement is Important

● SNAP is the nation’s main defense against hunger.
● The ERS Food Security Report tracks how well SNAP reduces hunger 

and food hardship.
● Data show that SNAP participation improves food security, lowering 

rates of skipped meals and hunger.
● Without this report, there’s no consistent national measure of whether 

SNAP protects families or if policy changes increase hardship.
● It ensures accountability and evidence-based policymaking.



Why the Food Security Supplement is Important

● The ERS report tracks food insecurity by state, revealing how factors such as 
wages, housing costs, and local policies shape access to food.

● These state-level differences highlight where families face greater hardship and 
help guide targeted responses and equitable policy design.

● The report also compares household food spending to the Thrifty Food Plan 
(TFP)—the benchmark used to set SNAP benefit levels.

● In 2023, the typical U.S. household spent 17% more than the TFP cost, 
showing that even a “minimal-cost” healthy diet remains out of reach for many 
families.

● This analysis provides the foundation for adjusting SNAP benefits to reflect 
real food costs and nutritional standards.



Why the Food Security Supplement is Important

● The Household Food Security Scale has been adopted to a shorter version & 
added to many federal & non-federal surveys

○ Ex. Hunger Vital Signs
● Many WIC researchers use data from the household food security survey to 

compare to food security collected as part of their research
● No other national food security surveys assess child-level food security - 

critical for WIC
● Critical for assessing the impact of policy changes, like the current updates to 

the WIC food packages, and then changes to the fruit & vegetable benefit in 
2020



Bad news
🟥 Future Data Availability Future data and 
reports are terminated. No other survey provides 
comparable data.★

🟥 Policy Termination coincides with cuts to 
SNAP, removing ability to evaluate policy impact.

🟥 Statutory Framework Authorized* under broad 
research on food system, consumers, and human 
nutrition, but not required. Evidence Act directs 
agencies to improve data for policymaking.★

🟨 Staffing/Resources USDA placed economists 
and researchers for the survey and report on 
administrative leave. Survey cost is only ~$1M.★

Slightly better news
⬜ Historical Data Availability The nearly three 
decades of data remain available. 2024 report is 
slated to be released this October.

⬜ Data Quality OMB re-approved the survey in 
April 2025 with no changes to methodology.

★ Useful to mention in comments
* 7 U.S.C. 2204(a) and 7 CFR 2.67



dataindex.us Comment Form – Save the Data
tinyurl.com/dataindex-FSS-comment 

http://tinyurl.com/dataindex-FSS-comment


FRAC’s FAN Action Alert – Save the Report
tinyurl.com/FRAC-FAN-Action-Alert 

http://tinyurl.com/FRAC-FAN-action-alert
http://tinyurl.com/FRAC-FAN-action-alert


Attend the 2025 USDA Data Users’ Meeting
tinyurl.com/USDA-data-users-meeting 

Date and Time: October 21, 2025 from 1-4:30 pm CST

Registration: Can sign up virtually and is free and open to the public.

Agenda: Agency reviews (including ERS) and an open forum for participants.

http://tinyurl.com/USDA-data-users-meeting


For Early Warnings on Changes, 
Follow and Subscribe to dataindex.us  

http://dataindex.us


To Keep Up to Date, Join the Federal Data Forum 
federaldataforum.prb.org   

http://federaldataforum.prb.org


Take Action

dataindex.us Comment Form to Save the Data (Submit by 10/21/25)

tinyurl.com/dataindex-FSS-comment 

FRAC FAN Action Alert - Email Your Member of Congress to Save the Report

tinyurl.com/FRAC-FAN-Action-Alert   

Attend the 2025 USDA Data Users’ Meeting on 10/21/2025

tinyurl.com/USDA-data-users-meeting

http://tinyurl.com/dataindex-FSS-comment
http://tinyurl.com/FRAC-FAN-Action-Alert
http://tinyurl.com/USDA-data-users-meeting

