Rapid Response Data Briefing

Pregnancy Risk Assessment Monitoring System (PRAMS)
January 8, 2026
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Panelists

Dr. Rita Hamad, Professor of Social Epidemiology and Public Policy at Harvard School
of Public Health

Dr. Michael Warren, Chief Medical and Health Officer at March of Dimes

Denice Ross, former U.S. Chief Data Scientist

Meghan Maury, former Senior Advisor for Data Policy at the White House Office of
Science and Technology Policy
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What'’s in PRAMS

Who: Postpartum women, ~1,000-3,000 people per state per year.

What: Population-based surveillance system of maternal behaviors and experiences
before, during, and shortly after pregnancy; linked with birth certificate data.

Where: Collected by state, tribal, & local health departments in partnership with CDC;
almost all states participate.

When: Collected annually since 1987.

How: CDC provides technical assistance, and harmonizes and releases data.
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Why PRAMS is important

e Provides annual, national- and state-level data on experiences and outcomes in

pregnancy and infancy
o Data not captured in birth certificates or administrative data sets

e Guides state and national public health efforts aimed at improving outcomes for

mothers and babies
o Also used as performance measures for Title V/Maternal and Child Health Block Grant

e (ffers holistic look at barriers and facilitators to optimal health

e I|dentifies emerging issues and threats
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Risks facing its continued collection and publication

Policy: Question & response options on gender were removed due to EO 14168.
Resources/Staffing: The entire PRAMS team was placed on admin leave in April.
Historical Data Availability: Data requests aren’t being processed. 1—50 state requests.
Future Data Availability: 2023 data hasn’t been published.

Data Quality: Concerns about accuracy, timeliness, gaps, and comparability.

Statutory Context: States aren’t required to participate. The PREEMIE Reauthorization
Act of 2018 assumes the existence of PRAMS data.
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Statutory Context

PREEMIE Reauthorization Act of 2018

PREGNANCY RISK ASSESSMENT MONITORING SURVEY.—The Secretary of Health and Human
Services, acting through the Director of the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention, shall—

(1) continue systems for the collection of maternal-infant clinical and biomedical information,
including electronic health records, electronic databases, and biobanks, to link with the Pregnancy
Risk Assessment Monitoring System (PRAMS) and other epidemiological studies of prematurity in
order to track, to the extent practicable, all pregnancy outcomes and prevent preterm birth; and

(2) provide technical assistance, as appropriate, to support States in improving the collection of
information pursuant to this subsection.;
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How you can help support this essential data resource
https://tinyurl.com/PRAMS-FRN

SUMMARY:

The Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC), as part of its continuing effort to reduce public
burden and maximize the utility of government information, invites the general public and other federal
agencies the opportunity to comment on a continuing information collection, as required by the
Paperwork Reduction Act of 1995. This notice invites comment on a proposed information collection
project titled Pregnancy Risk Assessment Monitoring System (PRAMS). PRAMS is a project of the

Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) and health departments that collects jurisdiction-

specific, population-based data on maternal attitudes and experiences before, during, and shortly after

pregnancy.

DATES:

CDC must receive written comments on or before January 20, 2026.
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https://tinyurl.com/PRAMS-FRN

PRAMS Public Comment Writing Workshop

https://tinyurl.com/PRAMScomments

PRAMS
PUBLIC
COMMENT &
WRITING AT
WORKSHOP Faci_li.t’ated by Dr. Arde:lil-;;ndler

and Dr. Lee Warner

January 13 at 12:00-1:00 PM EST

HOSTED BY THE UNIVERSITY OF PITTSBURGH
CENTER OF EXCELLENCE IN MATERNAL AND CHILD HEALTH

Learn how to make your
voice heard! This
workshop will guide
participants through the
process of writing
effective public comments
in response to the Federal
Register’s call for the
extension of PRAMS.
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https://tinyurl.com/PRAMScomments

For Early Warnings on Changes,
Follow and Subscribe to dataindex.us
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Monitoring America's federal data infrastructure from dataset R —

availability and new releases to planned and unplanned changes
to collections.
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http://dataindex.us

To Keep Up to Date, Join the Federal Data Forum
federaldataforum.prb.org
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Federal Data
Hi Flo, I'm hoping the Census Bureau will announce their release schedule for the 2024 income, TR Rapid R Data Briefi
poverty, and health insurance data in the next couple of weeks. Last year, this information was posted Aapl 2 es;;t-:nseu at; reting:
on July 16: https://www.census.gov/newsroom/press-releases/2024/schedule-income-poverty- merican fime Use survey
acs.html ...
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http://federaldataforum.prb.org

Take Action

Submit comments to
https://tinyurl.com/PRAMS-FRN

Register for the writing workshop
https://tinyurl.com/PRAMScomments

Check out dataindex.us

Check out federaldataforum.prb.org

Respond by 1/20/2026
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